[Influence of naloxone on hypothalamic L-aminopeptidase activity in the normal and ovariectomized rat].
The effect of naloxone on the L-leucinaminopeptidase (LAP) activity has been determined in the hypothalamus of normal female rats or after different periods of time from ovariectomy (15th or 30th day). Castration at 15th and 30th days produced a not very important fall of LAP activity. The naloxone injections (2.5 or 5 mg/kg vía i.p.) determined a significant decrease in LAP activity in the intact and ovariectomized rats, greater for 5 mg/kg. A significant LAP activity decrease was found only after a 30 day postcastration period when naloxone treated intact animals were compared with the castrated rats. These data are discussed in relation to the physiological significance of brain peptidases and the pharmacological effect of naloxone on the function of the hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal axis.